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MESSAGE BY DR. BOUTROS BOUTROS-GHALI

It is with great pleasure that | convey these
greetings to the organizations and individuals
who have joined forces to advocate for the
establishment of a Parliamentary Assembly at
the United Nations.

States and societies everywhere in the world

increasingly confront forces far beyond the

control of any one state or even group of states. Some of
these forces are irresistible, such as the globalization of
economic activity and communications. In the process,
problems which can only be solved effectively at the global
level, are multiplying and requirements of political governance
are extending beyond state borders accordingly. Increasing
decision-making at the global level is inevitable. In this
process, however, democracy within the state will diminish in
importance if the process of democratization does not move
forward at the international level.

Therefore, we need to promote the democratization of
globalization, before globalization destroys the foundations of
national and international democracy.

The establishment of a Parliamentary Assembly at the United
Nations has become an indispensable step to achieve
democratic control of globalization. Complementary to
international democracy among states, which no less has to
be developed, it would foster global democracy beyond states,
giving the citizens a genuine voice in world affairs.

As the Campaign’s appeal rightly implies, a United Nations
Parliamentary Assembly could also become a catalyst for a
comprehensive reform of the international system. In
particular, | would like to point out, it should become a force to
provide democratic oversight over the World Bank, the IMF
and the WTO.

We cannot just dream, or wait for someone else to bring our
dream about. We must act now. In this sense, | strongly
encourage you in your struggle for a United Nations
Parliamentary Assembly. Once established, this new body will
be a decisive contribution to strengthen democracy at all
levels.
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